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The word Yatra is derived from the root ya-to go. Yatra therefore means, in
the first place. a going, a departing ; e. g., Usha-yatra, leaving home at the
earliest dawn ; maha-yatra, the great departure-i.e., death-hence a pilgrimage,
e. g. Gaya-yatra, Prayaga-yatra, etc.
Secondly, yatra means a march, procession, e. g., Dola-yatra, Janmashtami-
yatra, and Rasa-yatra-religious processions in connection with the history of
the popular god, Krishna, which take place three times every year, in spring
(Basanta), rainy season (Barsha), and autumn (Sharat).
Thirdly, Yatra means a species of popular dramatic representation, originally
represented perhaps only in connection with the three religious processions
named above, but gradually taking a more general meaning and a greater
sphere of action.¢
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