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India's relation with the Arab world go back to histoary past long before the rise
of Islam, there was brisk commercial contact between india and Arabia and the Arab
traders carried Indian goods to the European markers by the way of Egypt and Syria.
Elphinston has rightly observed that from the days of joseph to the days of Marco polo
and Vasco de Gama The Arabs were the captains of Indian commerce. Ther were large
number of Arab colunies on the western coast of India and many Indian settlements in
the Arab countries. Ubulla, for instance, was known as Arz-ull-Hind on account of the
large number of Indians who inhibited that region. When Islam spread and the Arabs
got converted to Islam, these colonies continued to flourish as before. The Indian rajas
appointed Muslim judge, known as hunurman, to decide their cases and provided all
facilities to them to organize their community life. Commercial contact let to cultural
relations and while large number of Arab navigational and other terms were adopted by
the Indians. Indian customs, institutions and practices found their way to Arabia,
Philologists have traced three sanskrit words misk (Musk) zanjbil (ginger) and kafir

(comphor) in the Quran. e
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Sarbatak king of kuuj (India) sent on eotth wore full of ginge to baz. Prophet
(sm.) as presents according to a narration by Abu Sayd Khudri (r.). It is also reported
that the Hazrat Propphet (sm.) sent Hiudityfii, Usma and Sulbyb no the king inviting
him to accept Islam. He embraced Islam, Sarbatak also said, I saw the Prophet force,

first in Macca, then Medina he was very handsome faced and middle sized man.””
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As years roll on the real and human figure of the saints gets obscured by the
legend and fiction which grows round him. Their legendary stories may reveal the
working of the mind of people among whom they are current but they do not help the
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Dr. Wise @< S He caused the carpse of Nasiruddin Sipahsalar who died at

Sylhet to disapear from Mosque while the friend’s were mourning over it. o
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It is beleived that Shah Jalal never looked on the face of woman. One day
however standing on the bank of a stram he saw one bathing. In his simplecity he asked

what strange creature. It was on being informed. He was enraged prayed that the water

might rise and drown her. He had no sooner expressed this wish than water rose and

O
drowned her.
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He is also called by Feristha Nasir Uddin Mahmud awardi, Surnamed Cherag-i

Delhi or the candle of Delhi a celebrated Mohammedan saint who was a disciple of
Shah Nizamuddin Aulia whom he succeeded on the Masnad of Murshid of spiritual
Guide and died on Friday the 10" September 1365 A.D. the 8th Ramdhan 757 A.H. He
is buried at Delhi in mausoleum which was biult before his death by sultan Firoz Shah
Barbak one of his disciples and close to his tomb sultan Barbak was afterwards buried.
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